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Integrated Language Arts Unit



Unit Title: The Watsons Go to Birmingham -- 1963
Created by: Emily G. Stinson
Intended for Grade Level(s): 4-5 (mainly 5th grade)
Goal: To use the novel The Watsons Go to Birmingham -- 1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis as a literature focus for learning across the curriculum.
Duration: 2 Week (10 days)
Plot Summary: The Watsons Go to Birmingham -- 1963 is a wonderful novel narrated by Kenny, age 9, about his middle-class black family, the Weird Watsons of Flint, Michigan. When Kenny's 13-year-old brother, Byron, gets to be too much trouble, their family heads south to Birmingham to visit Grandma Sands, the one and only person who seems to be capable of straightening him up. 
Curriculum Connections: The organizational web attached illustrates the curriculum connections for The Watsons Go to Birmingham -- 1963. Lessons and activities for the linked subject areas are described below.



Lesson Descriptions
Day 1: Hook & Hold                Day 2: Story Board         Day 3: Scholastic Throwback     Day 4: Sensory Images
	Subjects: Language Arts & Writing
	Subjects: Language Arts  & Writing 
	Subjects: Language Arts, Writing, & Social Studies
	Subjects: Language Arts & Writing

	GPS: ELACC5SL1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
ELACC5W1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.
a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose.
	GPS: ELACC5RL2: Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.
ELACC5W2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
	GPS: ELACC5RL2: Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.
ELACC5W7: Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 
SS5H8: The students will describe the importance of key people, events, and developments between 1950-1975.
	GPS: ELACC5RL1: Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
ELACC5W3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely.


	Lesson Title/Activity:
Hook & Hold
Brief Description: The students will look at the book cover and make predictions about what they think the story is going to be about. As a class, we will record our predictions on our own chart paper and keep them posted in the class throughout the unit.
Connection to Watsons:
The students will make predictions of the story events. 
	Lesson Title/Activity: Story Board
Brief Description:
The students will create a Story Board by writing the events of the story in sequential order. The students will update the events daily depending on what chapters we read in class.
Connection to Watsons: The students will be sequencing the story events daily, as we read. 

	Lesson Title/Activity:
Scholastic Throwback
Brief Description: The students are going to view an old Scholastic newspaper celebrating the legacy of Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King Jr. to gain knowledge of the stories time period. The students are going to write a small essay as to why these two people are important in this unit. 
Connection to Watsons: The time period of the Watsons story (1963). 
	Lesson Title/Activity:
Finding Sensory Images
Brief Description: The students will scan pages 1-120 to find examples of sensory imagery. They must write one example for sight, hearing, taste, touch, and smell. 
Connection to Watsons: 
The students will be finding sensory imagery throughout pages 1-120 in the Watsons story. 

	Resources: none
	Resources: Story Board
	Resources: Scholastic NP
	Resources:Sensory Images













Lesson Descriptions
Day 5: Figurative Language     Day 6: Brown Bomber            Day 7: Road Atlas             Day 8: Road Atlas (cont.)
	Subjects: Language Arts & Writing
	Subjects: Language Arts, Writing, & Visual Arts
	Subjects: Language Arts  & Social Studies
	Subjects: Language Arts, Social Studies, &Math

	GPS: ELACC5RL4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes.
ELACC5W2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

	GPS: ELACC5RL2: Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.
ELACC5W2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
VA5PR.3: Understands and applies media, techniques, and processes of three-dimensional works of art (e.g., ceramics, sculpture, crafts, mixed-media) using tools and materials in a safe and appropriate manner to develop skills.  
c. Creates sculpture using a variety of methods (e.g., paper-mâché, cutting, folding, found objects). 
	GPS: ELACC5RL2: Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.
SS4G1: The students will be able to locate important physical and man-made features in the U.S.
	GPS: ELACC5RL2: Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.
SS4G1: The students will be able to locate important physical and man-made features in the U.S.
MCC4.NBT.4: Fluently add and subtract multi-digit whole numbers using the standard algorithm.

	Lesson Title/Activity:
Figurative Language 
Brief Description: The students will view sentences from the story and determine whether each example sentence contains a hyperbole, simile, metaphor, or personification. The students must write which example is a hyperbole, simile, metaphor, or personification. 
Connection to Watsons: 
The students must find examples of figurative usage throughout the Watsons story.
	Lesson Title/Activity:
Recreate the Brown Bomber
Brief Description: The students will refer back to the vivid description Kenny gave of the Brown Bomber and recreate it in a 3-dimensional figure (using paper-mâché, found objects, etc.) and bring the creation to class. Also, the students are going to write a short story describing their Brown Bomber creation. 
Connection toWatsons: 
The students must refer back to the description of Daddy’s brown bomber vehicle. 
	Lesson Title/Activity:
Using a Road Atlas
Brief Description: Using an entire continental U.S. road atlas, the students are going to map out the Watsons route to Grandma Sand’s house (Birmingham, AL.).
Connection to Watsons: When the Watsons traveled to Birmingham, AL.

	Lesson Title/Activity: Using a Road Atlas
Brief Description: Using the road atlas activity from yesterday, the students are going to add up approximately how many miles the Watsons traveled getting to Grandma Sand’s house (Birmingham, AL.). 
Connection to Watsons: 
When the Watsons traveled to Birmingham, AL.

	Resources: Figurative Language worksheet
	Resources: Recreate the Brown Bomber worksheet
	Resources: Using a Road Atlas worksheet
	Resources: Using a Road Atlas worksheet








Lesson Descriptions
Day 9: Creative Review        Day 10: Character Dress Up
	Subjects: Language Arts &Writing 
	Subjects: Language Arts, Writing, & Fine Arts

	GPS: ELACC5RL2: Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 
	ELACC5W2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

	d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 



	GPS: ELACC5RL2: Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.
ELACC5W3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations.
TAES5.3: Acting by developing, communicating, and sustaining roles within a variety of 
situations and environments 
a. Uses vocal elements such as inflection, pitch, and volume, to communicate the thoughts, emotions, and actions of a character 
b. Uses body and stage movement to communicate the thoughts, emotions, and actions of a character 
c. Uses imagination to make artistic choices in portraying characters 
e. Dramatizes literature and original scripts through various dramatic forms such as 
pantomime, process drama, puppetry, improvisation, plays, and readers’ theatre

	Lesson Title/Activity:
Creative Review 
Brief Description:
The students will play a game that will help them remember important parts of the Watsons book. One student will write an example question on a piece of construction paper, while another student writes the correct answer to the question on another piece of construction paper. The students must read the questions aloud and pair up the questions with their correct answer. 
Connection to Watsons: 
The students will be allowed to refer back to their story board, if needed. 
	Lesson Title/Activity: Character Dress Up
Brief Description:
The students will choose a character from the story and complete an entire character chart, which gives specific information about their chosen character. The students will be required to write a short story on the back of the worksheet that describes their chosen character. They will also be required to dress up like their chosen character and act out a part of the story in front of the class. If the students would like they can partner up with a classmate that chose a different character and act out a part of the story that includes both characters (example: One student is Kenny and the other is Byron and they reenact when Kenny was about to drown in Collier’s Landing.) 
Connection to Watsons: 
The students will refer back to their chosen character in the Watsons story. 

	Resources: Creative Review Questions worksheet
	Resources: Character Chart worksheet




