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Spring 2012
Integrated Language Arts Unit



Unit Title:  The Watsons go to Birmingham
Created by : Wendy Harp
Intended for Grade Level(s):  4-5
Goal:  To Use the novel The Watsons go to Birmingham as a literature focus for learning across the curriculum.
Duration:  2 Week (10 days)
Plot Summary:The Watsons are a loving, funny family who live in Flint, Michigan in the early 1960's. When the oldest brother, Byron, continues down the path to trouble, his parents decide to take him to stay with his strict grandmother in Birmingham, Alabama. The entire family goes on the long car trip, and while they are in Birmingham, a church is bombed, killing several children. Kenny, the middle child, is traumatized by what he sees, and takes a while to recover, with the help of his big brother, Byron.
Kenny and his family live in Flint, Michigan in the 1960's. They are a close-knit family with plenty of humor and plenty of firm parenting. Kenny's big brother, Byron, hangs out with all the thugs and bullies, but he has a good heart and looks out for his younger brother and sister

Curriculum Connections:  The organizational web attached illustrates the curriculum connections for The Watsons go to Birmingham.  Lessons and activities for the linked subject areas are described below.

EQ: How has life changed today as opposed to the 1960‘s, and how has it stayed the same?
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Day 1: Chapter 1 & 2	                                Day 2: Chapter 3                     Day 3: Chapter 4                   Day 4: Chapter 5
	Subjects: Writing/Reading/Social Studies
	Subjects: ELA/Reading
	Subjects: ELA/Health 
	Subjects: ELA/Health

	GPS:
	ELACC5RF4: Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

	a. Read on-level text with purpose and understanding. 


ELACC5W1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons 
SS5H8 The student will describe the importance of key people, events, and developments between 1950-1975.



	GPS:
ELACC5SL1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
d. Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of information and knowledge gained from the discussions. 

	GPS:
	ELACC5L2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

	a. Use punctuation to separate items in a series.


HE5.4: Students will demonstrate the ability to use interpersonal communication skills to enhance health and avoid or reduce health risks.
b. Practice nonviolent strategies to manage or resolve conflicts 

	GPS:
	ELACC5RF4: Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

	a. Read on-level text with purpose and understanding. 


HE4.4: Students will demonstrate the ability to use interpersonal communication skills to enhance health and avoid or reduce health risks.

	Lesson Title/Activity:Understanding the novel& time period of the 1960’s
Brief Description: *Read Chapters 1& 2 as a group in class
*Discuss Vocabulary Words:generate, encouraged,  pouting, delinquent,  passionate, hostile, humorous,  emulate,  punctual
*Essential Question:What are the drawbacks of prejudice?
*Have students complete vocabulary graphic organizer
1. Show short clip of Martin Luther King‘s I Have a Dream speech. (video in school or local library).
2. Discuss meanings of prejudice.
3. Discuss preview to story, emotional and racial tensions of the 1960‘s.

*Journal Writing Topic (15 minutes) - What does being prejudiced mean to you?

*Exit slip - Have each student complete exit slip with one thing he/she learned from vocabulary, video clip,or reading

Connection to Watsons: 
Same time period
	Lesson Title/Activity:
Emotions
Brief Description:*Read Chapter 3as a group in class
*Discuss Vocabulary Words:hostile, incapable, assure, intimidate, emulate, punctual
*Have students add additional words to vocabulary graphic organizer with definitions
*The student will complete the sheet for Modified Journal Entry/Anticipation Guide
* The student will be partnered and discuss information from the anticipation guide (hitting the keys: most important points in the chapter&the emotional parts of the chapter)
*Exit slip-Have each student complete exit slip with one thing he/she learned from vocabulary or reading

Connection to Watsons: 
Emotional connection to the characters in the novel


	Lesson Title/Activity:
Resolve Conflict
Brief Description: * Read Chapter 4 independently
*Discuss Vocabulary Words: desperate, reinforcements, radioactive, pliers, hypnotized, frostbite
*Essential Question:
	How do dialects convey differences in characters? 



*Have students add additional words to vocabulary graphic organizer with definitions
*The teacher will discuss ways to prevent bullying
*Teacher will model the correct sentence structure and grammar versus spoken language material, as this book is written. Take one or more sentences from text, write on board and use editing marks in preparation torewrite other sentences given by the teacher.

*Journal Writing Topic (15 minutes) –Describe a time when you have witnessed someone being bullied or a time when you were bullied.

*Exit slip - Have each student choose one sentence from the written text for a partner to correct the next
day
Connection to Watsons: 
The different dialect used by the Watsons

	Lesson Title/Activity:
Review
Brief Description: * Read Chapter 5 independently
*Discuss Vocabulary Words: 
flamethrower, traitor, peon, conscience
*Have students add additional words to vocabulary graphic organizer with definitions
*Review vocabulary and study guide for chapters 1-5(test tomorrow)
* The teacher will discuss fire safety and other safety tips with the students and how to avoid health risk. (don’t play with matches)

*Exit slip-Have each student complete exit slip with one multiple choice question that could be used on the test


Connection to Watsons: 
Mama talks about her house catching on fire

	Resources:Vocabulary graphic organizer, the novel, Anticipation Guide, Writing Journal

	Resources:Vocabulary graphic organizer, the novel, writing journal, sentence work sheet

	Resources:Test Review sheet, novel, vocabulary graphic organizer


	
	
	
	Resources: Review sheet, novel,  graphic organizer




Day 5: Chapters 6 & 7                              Day 6: Chapters 8 & 9                 Day 7: Chapters 10 & 11        Day 8: Chapter 12
	Subjects: ELA/Math
	Subjects: ELA/S. Studies/Visual Arts
	Subjects: ELA/ Math
	Subjects: ELA/S. Studies

	GPS:

	ELACC5RI8: Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence supports which point(s). 



MCC5.NBT.7 Add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimals to hundredths, using concrete models or drawings and strategies based on place value, properties of operations, and/or the relationship between addition and subtraction; relate the strategy to a written method and explain the reasoning used.


	GPS:

	ELACC5RI3: Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text. 


SS5H8: The students will describe the importance of key people, events, and developments between 1950-1975.
VA5PR.3: Understands and applies media, techniques, and processes of three-dimensional works of art (e.g., ceramics, sculpture, crafts, mixed-media) using tools and materials in a safe and appropriate manner to develop skills.  
c. Creates sculpture using a variety of methods (e.g., paper-mâché, cutting, folding, found objects).
	GPS:
	ELACC5W2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

	a. Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group related information logically; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
MCC4.NBT.4: Fluently add and subtract multi-digit whole numbers using the standard algorithm.




	GPS:
	ELACC5W4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in Standards 1–3 above.) 


SS4G1: The students will be able to locate important physical and man-made features in the U.S

	Lesson Title/Activity:
Budget
Brief Description:
*The students will be tested over chapters 1-5 (comprehension &
vocabulary)
*Read chapters 6 & 7 as a group in class
*Discuss Vocabulary Words:peon, conscience,tolerate, ultimate, pinnacle
*Essential Question: How has life changed today as opposed to the 1960‘s, and how has it stayed the same?  Do you think the price of food is the same, less, or more than in 1960?
*The student will research the price of bread, milk, and potatoes in 1960 and use math to tell if it cost more now and if so how much.
*Have students complete vocabulary graphic organizer for chapters 6-12
*Journal Writing Topic (15 minutes) -One Time I Really Messed Up My Hair & give details of how they messed up their hair and what were the results from their mess up.






Connection to Watsons: 
Byron’s hair cut/Byron signs for food at the store and thinks it is free

	Lesson Title/Activity:
Cars today
Brief Description:*Read chapters 8 & 9  as a group in class
*Discuss Vocabulary Words:accustomed, eavesdropped, grapevine, transferred, offended
*Have students add additional words to vocabulary graphic organizer with definitions

*Share lists of technological differences in vehicles from the 1960‘s to today.
* Draw or build their own Brown Bomber to recall the description.













Connection to Watsons: 
The Brown Bomber
	Lesson Title/Activity:
The Road Trip
Brief Description: *Read chapters 10 & 11 as a group in class
*Discuss Vocabulary Words:
sanitation, facilities,pathetic,scolding
*Have students add additional words to vocabulary graphic organizer with definitions

*On the map of the United States of America mark and label the followingplaces:
1. Flint, Michigan 2. Detroit, Michigan 3. Toledo, Ohio 4. Cincinnati, Ohio5. Lexington, Kentucky 6. Chattanooga, Tennessee
7. Birmingham, Alabama

*Using the road atlas activity from yesterday, the students are going to add up approximately how many miles the Watsons traveled getting to Grandma Sand’s house (Birmingham, AL.).

* With a red pencil, trace the route followed by the Watson family on theirjourney.You may use an atlas to help you with this activity.



Connection to Watsons: 
The Road Trip to Birmingham
	Lesson Title/Activity:
Letter to a Friend
Brief Description: *Read chapter 12 independently

*Discuss Vocabulary Words:whirlpool, electrocuted

*Have students add additional words to vocabulary graphic organizer with definitions

*Creative Writing Activity 
Pretend you are Kenny.Write a letter to a friend, telling them about the trip to Birminghamto visit Grandma Sands.Your letter should tell about the people you met and the things thathappened on the trip, butshould also include how you felt about the
Various speople and events.
Your letter should use the correct format for a friendly letter.

*Review vocabulary and study guide for chapters 6-12(test tomorrow)

Connection to Watsons: 
Kenny thoughts of the trip

	Resources:Vocabulary graphic organizer, novel, Test, writing journal  

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Resources:Vocabulary graphic organizer, novel, markers, construction paper, colored pencils
	Resources:Vocabulary graphic organizer, novel, Map, red pencil, road atlas

	Resources:Vocabulary graphic organizer, novel, review sheet, Letter example, writing journal




Day 9: Chapters 13 & 14              Day 10: Conclusion/Review
	Subjects: ELA/Math
	Subjects: ELA/Social Studies
	
	

	GPS:

	ELACC5RL2: Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 


MCC4.NBT.4: Fluently add and subtract multi-digit whole numbers using the standard algorithm.



	GPS:
	ELACC5W3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.


SS4CG4 The student will explain the importance of Americans sharing certain central democratic beliefs and principles, both personal and civic. 
a .Explain the necessity of respecting the rights of others and promoting the common good.

	
	

	Lesson Title/Activity:
Test/Conclusion
Brief Description:
*The students will be tested over chapters 6- 12 (comprehension &
vocabulary)
*Read conclusion chapters 13 & 14 as a group in class

*The students will create a time line showing the important events in the novel. The events must be listed in the correct chronological order.
* The students will determine how many years took place between each event on the time line.





*Exit Slips - Students write one thing that created an emotional part of the Chapter for them.



Connection to Watsons: 
Events in order from the novel
	Lesson Title/Activity:
Writing Time
Brief Description:
*Students will beinstructed/reviewed on the elements of plot, suspense, climax, problems/solutions

*Essential Question:
What are some examples of prejudice and prejudicial activities of the 1960‘s?

*The student will write a narrative of the events that occurred throughout the novel.  It can be written from any characters point of view.

* After reading chapter fifteen, the students and the teacher will discuss the bombing of the church and relate that situation back to respecting the civil rights of others. The students will then share reasons why it’s important to respect every person, regardless of their differences from you.






Connection to Watsons: 
Relating to the point of view of the characters/the bombing of the church
	
	

	Resources:test, novel, writing journal, time line

	Resources:Novel, writing journal
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