Name:    Wendy Harp					
          (Note: this is NOT a group project; do your own work)
READ  3251  -   Fall, 2011:  Children’s Literature – Take-Home Final Examination
Your response MUST be posted to the Final Exam Learning Module, not to CourseDen email.
(As always, grammar, spelling, punctuation, and APA/MLA will count.)

I.	Answer (50-word min. per) #1 below and ONLY one more of the following questions 
(15 pts. per). 
1.	Respond to Reigner’s article in the Georgia Journal of Reading (also found in your Handouts as “Reading, Responding…”). Reigner advocates for transmediation, moving one's understanding from one symbol system to another (example: literature to art, music, drama, dance, etc.) and he decries the "dreaded book report." Relate your personal experiences (as a student and in the classroom) regarding this way of responding to literature. Find two direct quotes (cite page number) and relate how they inform your understanding of the intent of the article and your current teaching/learning situation. Which student project was your favorite? Describe it and tell me why.

	When responding to literature, I feel it is best to use other ways than having the student write a boring book report.  This semester in my psychology class, we had to explain a chapter in our book.  The teacher came up with a creative way to do this, and it wasn’t by writing a report.  The teacher allowed the students to create a sock puppet to use to describe the information to our classmates.  This was the most exciting project that I have ever done in a classroom.  It was a way to incorporate drama and art into a psychology lesson that otherwise would have been boring.  This gave me insight of how to incorporate other ways to describe information to my classroom when I become a teacher.  I am a visual learner and doing this will help me to remember the information that was in the chapter.  I completely understand how children hate book reports because most times the student will not retain the information by doing them.   
"Most students I've had loathed book reports even more than tests." (p. 340).
As teachers we should bring more creativity into the classroom and should allow students to incorporate art, drama, music, and dance into the way that they respond to literature.  In providing other opportunities to students, we are allowing the students to broaden the way they see literature.  Literature can be fun and gives everyone not just children a way to open doors to other worlds, cultures, and ways of life than our own.
It is so important for students to understand that literature can change so much in their lives. "Teaching and learning are best when they represent the realm of freedom and creativity and when learners display knowledge under varying circumstances." (p. 344)  Students are only accustomed to written book reports and love it when the teacher allows them to be creative by using other means.  There are so many different types of projects that can be substituted in the classroom such as puppets, rap a  report, acting out literature, shadow box reports, and so many more.  
The student project that was my favorite is, Kim's.  She used this book and created a project that was dear to her heart.  I am a very emotional person and this project was truly special.  Kim created her flag as a tribute to her granny.  I am sure that Kim will always remember the book, A Flag for Grandma by Sally Grindley (1988), because she was allowed the freedom to create a project that held so much meaning to her.  
Many of the projects in the journal were absolutely amazing.  The students should be very proud that they were given the opportunity to incorporate their personality and personal experiences into the literature that they read.
As a future teacher, I appreciate the journal because it opened my mind and showed me that we do not have to use boring book reports in the classroom.  I will allow my students to be creative and give them the chance to incorporate art, music, drama, etc. into the reports and projects they do in the classroom.  I want to make students understand the literature is fun, exciting, and can open the door to many, many, new ideas and cultures.


2.	How can a unit on Newbery Medal/Honor or Caldecott Medal/Honor winners address your 
     responsibility in terms of creating a multicultural classroom?  Pick any minority author or 
     illustrator who has earned such an honor for your answer; state the person’s name, and provide
     two examples of his/her work (cite each – APA/MLA).  
               Author/Illustrator: Kadir Nelson
Levine, Ellen (2007). Henry’s Freedom Box. (Illus. by Kadir Nelson). New York: Scholastic.
Nelson, Kadir (2008). We Are The Ship The Story Of Negro League Baseball. New York: Hyperion.
		The Randolph Caldecott Medal is awarded each year “to the artist of the most distinguished American picture book for children.”  Picture books give children a visual experience.  The pictures in the book can help children understand the plot and the theme of the story.  I am a visual person and really enjoyed the art produced by Kadir Nelson.  His illustrations are extraordinary and look extremely real.  The Caldecott committee is in charge of choosing the book they feel is the best for the preceding year.  A unit on Caldecott Medal/Honor winners would provide books that have high quality illustrations for students in my classroom.
		It is my responsibility as a teacher to introduce and provide the students in my classroom multicultural text.  Children enjoy seeing themselves in literature and it helps them better relate to others that are different than they are.  The book, Henry’s Freedom Box, is about a slave named Henry.  Children in our time have never had to experience slavery but they can relate to the emotions that Henry felt such as loneliness and sadness.   It is important for children to learn of other cultures and see that there can be many differences but there can also be many ways that they are the same. Multicultural literature allows children to open doors and walk into another culture and maybe even allow them to walk in another person’s shoes for just a moment.  
		A unit on the Caldecott Medal/Honor winners would also help create a multicultural classroom.  The illustrations of Kadir Nelson so perfectly show what the world was like for Henry.  The cover of the book was my favorite picture; it just shows me the sweet face of a little boy that was living in misery.  The illustration that shows Henry working in a cramped factory with the boss holding a big stick used to beat the workers just makes me want to cry. The book, We Are the Ship, is about African Americans that overcome hate and segregation.  They wanted so badly to play ball. During this time in our history, white people are afraid of African Americans because they did not know or understand them.  The African Americans just wanted to be treated as equals, including being allowed to play baseball. As a teacher, having a multicultural classroom will be of great importance to me because this will cultivate and inspire tolerance, acceptance, and respect for others.

II.  Answer (in bullets only) the following TWO questions.  (20 pts. per)  

1.  Name one book of fiction you shared (title, author, and date) with the students during your field experience this semester. If you never got a chance to do this, choose a work of fiction you wish you had shared.  
	•	The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid Of Anything, Linda Williams, 1986
a.	How did you introduce the book?  What pre-reading activities did you use?
· I explain to the pre-k students that this was an exciting book about a scarecrow. 
· I asked the children if there was anything they were afraid of.
· I explained to the students that I am afraid of snakes.
· I had the students tell me what holiday was celebrated at the end of October.
· The class discussed Halloween.
· I made a scarecrow that showed the students the many important parts.  I placed the scarecrow at the front of the classroom and allowed the students to come around and feel and look at the scarecrow. 
· I explained to the students that they would assist me while I read the book by responding when I pointed to the scarecrow at the appropriate time during the story.  
· We practiced aloud as a group with the correct response before reading the book.  
· When I pointed the shoes, the students would say “CLOMP, CLOMP”; when I pointed to the pants, the students would say “WIGGLE, WIGGLE”; when I pointed to the shirt, the students would say “SHAKE, SHAKE”; when I pointed to the gloves, the students would say “CLAP, CLAP”; when I pointed to the hat, the students would say “NOD, NOD”; and when I pointed to the pumpkin head, the students would say “BOO, BOO.”  
b.	What specific vocabulary words (3 min.) did (would) you use for vocabulary building?
· Afraid
· Cottage
· Scare	
· Herbs
· Basket
c.	What discussion questions did you prepare beforehand?  What sorts of questions were brought up during your reading by you and/or by the students?
· I asked the students if they were going to be like the little old lady in the story and not be afraid of anything on Halloween night.
· I asked the students if there was anything that they were afraid of that was not related to Halloween. 
· I asked the students to tell me three of the six things that the little old lady was not afraid of.
· I ask the students if they were going to make a scarecrow, what would it look like.
· I asked the students if they remembered what I was afraid of.
d.	What response did you ask from the students in terms of writing and/or drawing?
· The students created a scarecrow of their own by coloring, cutting, and gluing the parts of a scarecrow together. 
· The students had to put the parts of the scarecrow together in the correct order.


2. Name one book of informational text you shared (title, author, and date) with the students during your field experience this semester. If you never got a chance to do this, choose one you wish you had shared.
	Butterflies, John Mousdale, 1973
a. How did (would) you introduce the book? What pre-reading activities did (would) you use?
· I told the second grade students that I was going to read them a book about butterflies
· I asked the students if they like butterflies
· I asked the students if they knew why butterflies were important
· I ask the students what were they before they become butterflies
· I ask the students what butterflies eat
· I ask the students to show me how butterflies fly
b. What specific vocabulary words (3 min.) did (would) you use for vocabulary building?
· Caterpillar
· Larva
· Wings
· Chrysalis
c. What discussion questions did (would) you prepare beforehand? What sorts of questions were brought up during your reading by you and/or by the students?
· What do caterpillars turn into?
· What do butterflies eat?
· Where do butterflies live?
· What happens during the life cycle of a butterfly?
· Can you have a butterfly as a pet?
· How long do they live?
d. What response did (would) you ask from the students in terms of writing and/or drawing?
· I had the children make a book about the life cycle of the butterfly
· I had the students illustrate the life cycle book
· I encouraged the students to read a book about butterflies to their parents




III. New York Times Connection (30 pts.) Go directly to this site:  

http://artsbeat.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/11/03/the-2011-best-illustrated-books/?scp=1&sq=best%20illustrated%20books%20of%202011&st=cse 

	That short article will also link you to this slideshow:

	http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2011/11/09/books/bkr-illo-ss.html?ref=artsspecial 
 	(Best Illustrated Children’s Books of 2011).  From the ten different books from this list, choose
       ONE, give its genre, and read its accompanying review. Find another online review on this same 
       book and give a seminal quote from each review that addresses specifically the quality of the 
       illustrations (be sure to cite each source). Then tell why you would spend your hard-earned
       money on this particular book from the ten chosen by the Times and relate how you would share 
       it with your students in a school classroom. 
…the end!
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The book on the list of best illustrated books of 2011 that caught my eye is, Grandpa Green, by Lane Smith.  This book is a phenomenal children’s picture book and I can understand why it was chosen as one of the best illustrated books of 2011.  In the book a child goes through a garden that represents the life of his great grandfather.  The topiary shows the great grandfathers life from birth to old age.  It includes marriage, war, and other important events of the man’s life.  “A “plot” summary won’t do it justice, since the book’s power lies in its rich, allusive artistry”. (New York Times)  I was drawn to this book because I lost my grandfather a few years ago.  I am so glad that the child is able to walk through the garden and experience the life that his great grandfather led before he became old.  This book would help young students understand that we all grow older by viewing the illustrations created by Lane Smith. “Sketched with a finely lined fairy-tale wispiness and dominated by verdant green, the illustrations are not just creative but poignant.” (Booklist) This is a book that parents and teachers will love to read to children and the children will love to see the amazing illustrations.  I would purchase this book because of sentimental reasons but also for my children and students to see the vibrant illustrations in the book.  The book would help me as a teacher to explain to young students about aging and the bonds that we share with our family.
