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Chapter 7 Summary

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Reading comprehension is using the knowledge we already have to understand the new information we find in the text.  This is an active process in which we quest after new knowledge and make meaning in the process.  Reading to literature, too, is an active process in which we bring our own expectations and associations to the words the author has strung along the pages of the text.   Comprehension also has several components: knowing the vocabulary of a text and being able to follow the text’s structure, visualizing it, making predictions about it, summarizing its meaning, getting the main ideas in it, making inferences within it, interpreting it, arguing with it, and monitoring one’s comprehension of it.  We should encourage students to carry out this by using the teaching techniques before, during, and after the reading or during the phases of  a lesson we have called anticipation, building knowledge, and consolidation.  It is also important to assess students’ comprehension.  The three general approaches are observation, self-assessments, and quantitative assessments.  

